
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH14848 December 14, 2009 
him, he never failed to ask about your 
schoolwork, your family, your home-
town or about some other personal 
facts about you that he somehow re-
membered. I used to think that this 
was just coincidence or somehow re-
lated just to me, but what you quickly 
learn in spending time around Bobby 
Bowden is that he is like that with ev-
eryone, not just on the team or on 
campus but anywhere he goes in the 
country, whether it be to an alumni 
meeting, to a business luncheon, or to 
a church service. He has that rare abil-
ity to make a personal connection with 
everyone he meets. It is why the Na-
tional Citizenship Award, presented an-
nually by the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, now bears his name. 

So, for all of his success as a football 
coach, the true legacy of Bobby Bow-
den is the impact he has on people and 
on the lives he has touched. Just as 
much as his coaching record, the rela-
tionships that he built and the friends 
he made during his 80-plus years and 
counting will long be remembered. My 
best wishes and congratulations go out 
to Bobby and Ann Bowden as they now 
embark on this next chapter of their 
lives together. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE IN IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the whole world has been watching 
what has taken place in Copenhagen, 
Denmark last week and this week. All 
the talk is about climate change and 
how man is affecting the climate, but 
what we need in this world is a climate 
change in Iran. That’s right. We need 
to change the atmosphere in Iran with 
what has taken place with the little 
man from the desert, Ahmadinejad. 

Last week and even this week, thou-
sands of students—and here is a photo-
graph of some of them—have taken to 
the streets to protest the regime of 
Ahmadinejad and how oppressive it is. 
They are complaining in this peaceful 
protest against the tyranny against the 
people of Iran. Not only Ahmadinejad, 
but they are protesting the radical 
mullahs and the Iranian military. 

You see, these young people want 
what everybody throughout the world 
wants—freedom. Somewhere down in 
the way that we are made there is this 
spark; there is this flame of freedom. 
The people in Iran don’t have that, so 
the young people have taken to the 
streets—the sons of Iran, the daughters 
of democracy—and they are protesting 
the oppressive government. They are 
protesting the fraudulent elections 
that got Ahmadinejad elected last sum-
mer. They are protesting the fact that 
they have no freedom in their own 
country. They have suffered the con-
sequences for these protests. They have 
been beaten. They have been 
teargassed. They have been hauled off 
to jail. 

The press has been oppressed as well. 
In fact, what has occurred is that the 
Internet has been closed, and cell 
phones have been blocked—all in the 
name of preventing young people and 
others from protesting this oppressive 
regime. 

We all remember this past summer 
how numerous students were murdered 
in the streets just because they com-
plained to their government about 
what was taking place. Already 80 of 
those protesters, political prisoners, 
have been tried by the star chamber— 
in secret, away from anybody in a pub-
lic trial—and 80 of them have received 
sentences in an Iranian prison of 15 
years or more, and 5 of them have re-
ceived a sentence of the death penalty. 

Why? What is their crime? 
Their crime is objecting to the op-

pression of their own government, and 
for that, they are punished. Of course, 
others have been shot in the streets 
just because they have taken to the 
streets to protest their government. 

You know, the students aren’t the 
only ones who have been arrested. 
Journalists have been arrested. Clerics, 
who call themselves ‘‘reform clerics,’’ 
and other people—all for the same rea-
son—objecting to their government. 
They object to what has taken place. 

By blocking the cell phones and 
Internet access, the government had 
hoped to keep the word from getting 
out to the rest of the world about this 
pollution, about this horrible climate 
in Iran, but the word has gotten out— 
photographs such as this one here. 
Here is another one of a young Iranian 
student having been beaten for taking 
to the streets to protest his govern-
ment last week. This one also escaped 
the controlled press of the Iranian Gov-
ernment. 

You know, Iran violates its own con-
stitution by not allowing its people to 
protest and to lawfully assemble. They 
are standing for basic human rights. 
That’s right—the right to peaceably as-
semble and to object to your govern-
ment and what it’s doing to you. It’s 
the right of free speech—a basic human 
right. It’s the right of a free press, 
which is a right we take for granted in 
this country. 

So we need a regime change in Iran. 
The way to do that is to help these 
young people and the people who want 
to change their regime. We must sup-
port them. This country should support 
them in any way that we can. 

Yes, President Ahmadinejad is the 
pollution of the world, and we need a 
change of climate in Iran. The students 
are sending a message to Iran’s rogue 
government that you can beat us, you 
can arrest us, you can imprison us, but 
you will not stop us, and you will not 
intimidate us because we are not going 
away. 

Good for them. We should be proud of 
those students. We should support 
them. We should have a climate change 
in Iran. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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THE LOSS OF AMERICA’S HEROES 
AND OF AMERICA’S ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPORAL XHACOB LATORRE 
Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 

Speaker, before I address the issue 
which has brought me to the floor to-
night, I want to recognize the ultimate 
sacrifice made by a young man from 
my district in the service of the United 
States Marine Corps. 

I am sad to report that my office re-
ceived news last week that Marine Cor-
poral Xhacob LaTorre, from Water-
bury, Connecticut died due to wounds 
received in combat in the Helmand 
province of Afghanistan. Corporal 
LaTorre’s fatal injuries were the result 
of a roadside bomb. 

I speak for myself and for my con-
stituents in expressing my apprecia-
tion for this young man’s service in the 
defense of his country. Corporal 
LaTorre, who would have turned 22 last 
weekend, is one of America’s heroes. I 
send my prayers and my condolences to 
his family; to his wife, Frances; to his 
son; and to his brother, Corporal Dan-
iel LaTorre, on this tragic loss. We will 
never forget the sacrifice he has made 
for us. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I ask 

those in this Chamber this evening to 
join me in a brief moment of silence. 
Thank you. 

THE AMERICAN ECONOMY IS BEING SENT 
OVERSEAS 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I have come to the floor to-
night to speak about an issue impor-
tant to my home State. As you can see 
by the 1-minute speeches given here 
earlier tonight to this entire Nation, 
Connecticut pioneered America’s ship-
building and aerospace industries. 
Shops which were once bustling with 
workers are now silent. When those 
shops went away, thousands of good- 
paying jobs for hardworking people in 
my State went away with them. We 
just learned recently that Connecticut 
will lose another 1,000 jobs when a 
major defense supplier shutters two of 
its facilities and moves its operations 
to Singapore and Japan. 

At this moment, 158,000 people in my 
State and almost 16 million across this 
country are out of work—many of 
those as a result of the transfer of mili-
tary manufacturing jobs overseas. At 
the same time, the Department of De-
fense and other Federal agencies have 
created thousands of waivers of our do-
mestic sourcing legislation, like the 
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